
Newman 
Road Woods

A Project for 
Broadland District 
Council



Project Aims

• Make any building remains safe:  
Fencing & signage

• Ecological Work:  Dangerous Tree Felling
Scrub clearance
Hedgerow and tree planting
Bat & Bird Boxes
Ecological Management Plan

• Footpath creation and surfacing

• Waymarker Posts and Information panel installation

• Bench and Parking sign installation

• Footpath Leaflet



Where?
Rackheath Site 6: 

Showers, Dining and 
Commanding Officers 
Quarters



Who? Broadland District Council:

• Annie Sommazzi
• Kay Oglieve-Chan

Norfolk County Council:

• Danielle Anscombe
• Chris Brough
• Matt Hayward
• Ed Stocker
• Paul Thorogood

Pathfinders:  Rackheath Site 6 Volunteers 
(Ivan Barnard, Alec Blyth)

New Farm Aviation Heritage Group 
(Trevor Hewitt, Ken Holmes)



Who were the USAAF 
467th Bomb Group –
The ‘Rackheath
Aggies’ ?



467th Bomb Group, 
USAAF
Stationed at RAF Rackheath from 
March 1944 to July 1945

Nicknamed themselves the Rackheath
Aggies

• Flew B-24 Liberator ‘Heavy’ 
bombers

• Best overall accuracy in Eighth Air 
Force

• 241 personnel lost their lives while 
at Rackheath

• One of the lowest casualty rates for 
a bomb group with 46 aircraft lost 
flying from Rackheath



Fencing the 
Commanding 
Officer’s Quarters



Accommodation and office for 467th Bomb Group 

C/O Colonel Albert J. Shower and Lt. Col James 

J. Mahoney from early 1944 – mid 1945

Used as a Scout Hut Post War but now without 

roof, windows or doors and in need of 

preservation and a danger to visitors

Replacing the temporary Heras fence with a more 

secure chain link fence was one of the main 

Project aims

CO’s Quarters



The first step was to clear 
the area around the hut 
of vegetation to allow the 
fencing contractors 
access



The building 
began to 
emerge from 
the scrub….



Chain Link Fencing installation by G & G 
Fencing – March 2020





Ecological 
Improvements



Trees and shrubs planted March 2020 by Danielle 
Anscombe, Ed Stocker, Paul Thorogood and Ivan Barnard



Field Maple

Hedgerow at 
the South-
Eastern 
boundary

Western half 
of the site



Newman Road Woods Cave Spiders!

A new entry for 
the Newman 
Road Woods 
Biodiversity 
record



Newman Road 
Woods:  
Flora and 
Fauna





Tree felling February and 
October 2020



Bat Boxes and Bird Boxes



Ecological Management Plan



And Finally, another addition 
to the Biological record for 
Newman Road Wood

- Great Crested Newt 
found(and put back) by 
contractors while asbestos 
was being collected in March 
2021.

This has implications for the 
conduct of future work (no 
close strimming or 
disturbance of log piles) and 
ideas for pond creation



Waymarking and 
Information 
Panels



Six Information panels on the History and Ecology of Site 6
• Commissioned by Broadland District Council
• Installation Supervised by Norfolk County Council September 2020



Interpretation Panel installation 
– 29 September 2020



Nine Waymarker
posts installed by 
Martin Plane 
December 2020

Disk design by Chris 
Brough and Paul 
Thorogood, from a 
design by Fiona 
Gowen





Open land next to the Sergeant’s Mess.  This central plot 

of land presumably functioned as cycle park for some of 

the thousands used on the base.  Post War use as a 

Chapel for the Boys Brigade

The Chapel Garden

• Clearance of scrub
• Planting of trees 
• Creation of habitat piles
• Privet hedge 

management



The Chapel Garden – Cutting Back the scrub 
and planting in February/March 2020



The Chapel Garden:  Bench 
Installation



Site signage – Dangerous building and Parking signs 
(with the all important dog waste bin and cycle parking)



The 
Future of 
Site 6



Pathfinders –
Volunteer group 
of locals and 
Aviation 
Heritage 
enthusiasts

Met most 
Saturdays in 
2020, lockdown 
permitting

Now working 
again since 10 
April 2021



Woodland Footpaths – Concrete and 
woodchip –June to November 2020



Clearing the 
foundations
- The 
Officer’s 
Club





New Farm Aviation Heritage Group Museum, Frettenham



The 
Woodland is 
to be passed 
onto 
Rackheath
Parish Council 
for local 
management



Transatlantic 
Interest – the 
467th Bomb 
Group (H).  
The Rackheath
Aggies



The End of the 
Project?

(Only for Norfolk 
County Council!)



Such as: 

• A Ground Museum, with building functions stenciled onto foundations

• A downloadable Audio-visual Trail, providing images and commentary on life at RAF 
Rackheath during wartime

There are several proposals for the Museum and local volunteers 
to develop the site in conjunction with Rackheath Parish Council



Thank 
you for 

your 
attention


